The "lead-induced colic" syndrome in lead intoxication.
Lead has a multiplicity of biologic effects. The universal occurrence of lead accounts for the continuous appearance of new instances of human lead poisoning. The most common and one of the earliest manifestations of lead intoxication in the adult is so-called lead-induced colic, which is a syndrome with a multiplicity of clinical patterns and at least three possible different pathogenic mechanisms. It may be caused by changes in the visceral smooth muscle tone secondary to the action of lead on the visceral autonomic nervous system, lead-induced alterations in sodium transport in the small-intestinal mucosa, and lead-induced interstitial pancreatitis. It should be considered in the differential diagnosis of abdominal pain of obscure etiology and whenever a disparity is observed between the symptoms and the abdominal findings in a patient with abdominal pain, especially in the presence of a history of occupational exposure to lead.